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A LITTLE ABOUT THE ARTIST 

Jahawi Bertolli is a talented Kenyan natural history film maker, photographer and 2019 National Geographic Explorer specialising in wildlife and the underwater world.  

       Growing up in Kenya, spending a lot of time both on the beach or out in the bush, Jahawi nurtured a deep curiosity and love for the natural world and strives to portray the 
beauty, power and vulnerability of wild environments through his work.  

Wildlife photography in itself is a talent that takes patience and skill, being underwater adds a whole other element; visibility, current, swell and depth all need to be considered to 
capture that perfect moment. Most of these photographs were taken free diving, sometimes to depths of 30 metres or more; you must submerge yourself slowly so as not to scare 

these beautiful animals, spend time with them in their environment to capture their natural behaviour.  

        	 On this, his second exhibition, Jahawi will give you a glimpse into the world under the waves. Five years in the making, ‘Submerge’ takes you on an aquatic adventure from 
the East African Coast through Thailand, Sri Lanka and to the mythical Galapagos islands. 

All photographs are originals printed on fine art canvas, stretched on mahogany and cypress frames. Each is a limited edition of 10 prints. 
Prints are also available for international shipping 

For more info go to: www.jahawi.com 



“THE OCEAN GIANT” 
BLUE WHALE, SRI LANKA 

(54x36in | 137x91cms) 

This moment was captured off the southern coast of Sri Lanka, where the closest land is a kilometre below the 
waves and monstrous cargo ships pass by on their journey through the ocean highway between Singapore and 
the Suez Canal. With luck this is where you can find Sri Lanka’s resident population of Blue Whales, feeding on 

the plankton rich waters that well  
up from the deep. 

The journey to this moment involved a day of eerie free diving in incredibly murky waters, surrounded by over 14 
blue whales in close proximity, however with such poor visibility only the bubble trails could be seen! It was only 
on the last day and last dive when I witnessed these graceful giants under the waves. Watching this 26 metre 

long whale move so gently past was a moment 
 that froze time. 

US$ 975

“MIDNIGHT MISSION” 
GALAPAGOS SHARK, ISLE ESPANIOLA, GALAPAGOS 

(54x36in | 137x91cms) 

On a clear starry evening at anchor, our yacht was surrounded by 10 sleek Galapagos Sharks. They were hunting 
flying fish, scaring them into flight and right into the side of the yacht with a bang! The fish would stun themselves 
making for a much easier catch. However a cunning sea lion had positioned himself right under the hull and was 

snatching up most of these fish before the sharks even got there! This was shot with the yachts spotlight, 
illuminating this 2 metre long shark in the dark swirling water. 

US$ 975
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“VIDAKA IN THE SAND” 
BOTTLENOSE DOLPHINS, MNEMBA, TANZANIA 

(54x36in | 137x91cms) 

Captured in the crystal clear waters off Mnemba Island. Dolphins are curious and intelligent creatures, this pair 
couldn't resist a closer look at the humans floating on the surface. However as she was a mother with her calf 

she kept a safe distance, gazing up from the sanding bottom 20 metres below 

US$ 975

“PAPA SHILLINGI” 
WHALESHARK, KOH TAO, THAILAND 

(32x47in | 81x120cms) 

This beautiful, juvenile Whale Shark was spotted quite a way off the coast of Koh Tao, where a coral pinnacle rises 
from the deep. This 7 metre whale shark moved through the water with such easy and it was quite a challenge to 

keep up with it. Being young and curious it came past to investigate briefly before disappearing off into the 
depths. 

US$ 750
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“SUSPENDED IN BLUE” 
GREEN TURTLE, FLOREANA, GALAPAGOS 

(32.5x32.5in | 83x83cms) 

It all came together beautifully for this shot; the sun was shining, the water was crystal clear and the most 
photogenic Green Turtle decided to glide past. Sometime you just need to be in the right place at the right time! 

I’ve never seen such a clean turtle before. 

US$ 750 

“THE SEARCH” 
GALAPAGOS PENGUIN, BARTOLOMÉ ISLAND, GALAPAGOS 

(40x30in | 102x76cms) 

These little Galapagos Penguins are indigenous to the archipelago, they can often be found in pairs on the 
volcanic rocks, standing less than half a metre tall. However to get a glimpse of them underwater can be very 
difficult, they are swift and small; once submerged and hunting they move like a bullet. To get this shot took 3 

trips to the Galapagos, over 4 years and a lot of luck! 

US$ 650

“MAKE WAY” 
SPOTTED EAGLE RAY, DAPHINE MINOR, GALAPAGOS 

(40x26.5in | 102x68cms) 

These beautiful, spotted eagle rays are incredibly shy, they spend most of their time in the deep and must be 
approached slowly or they will glide swiftly into the blue. As we were diving along a ledge something in front of me 

caught my eye and as i turned to look I saw this ray gliding smoothly by, perfectly framed by the little baitfish. 

US$ 650�
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“FIRST BREATHE” 
BABY GREEN TURTLE, LAMU, KENYA 

(40x30in | 102x76cms) 

It is a rare sight to see these tiny creatures making their first journey out of the sand, down the beach and then 
through the waves, especially on Takwa where the uninterrupted Indian Ocean swell crashes against the steep 

beach. This moment was captured during the shooting of ‘The Lamu Archipelago’, a film based around the Lamu 
Marine Conservation Trust; it was one of the last sequences to film, taking over 6 months and many trips to 

hatchings along this beach.  

US$ 650

“FORMATIONS 1” 
SCHOOLING SNAPPERS, DAPHINE MINOR, GALAPAGOS  

(30x20in | 76x51cms) 

In search for the bigger creatures of the ocean sometimes we lose sight of the beauty that can be found in the 
smaller ones, like the incredible shapes made by many, moving as one. These snapper were hanging in the open 

slowly moving in formation. The visibility that day wasn’t great but it created a natural filter adding depth to the 
scene.  

US$400

“FORMATIONS 2” 
SCHOOLING  SNAPPERS, DAPHINE MINOR, GALAPAGOS  

(30x20in | 76x51cms) 

In search for the bigger creatures of the ocean sometimes we lose sight of the beauty that can be found in the 
smaller ones, like the incredible shapes made by many, moving as one. These snapper were hanging in the open 

slowly moving in formation. The visibility that day wasn’t great but it created a natural filter adding depth to the 
scene.  

US$400
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To purchase a print please email jahawi@gmail.com or call +254 727 305535

COME PLAY 
PUNTA CARRION, GALAPAGOS  

(20x30in | 50.8x76.2cms) 

These playful marine mammals are spectacular to dive with, they behave like puppies of the sea. Sometimes you 
feel a little tug on your fin and you turn around to find a sea lion looking at you expectantly, if you engage them 

they sometimes mimmic your movements swirling and turning in tandem with you!  

US$400

SEARCHING FOR MORE 
COLLABORATION WITH ANTHONY RUSSELL & ELKE BERTOLLI 

(42.5x28.5in (54x36in | 108x73cms)) 

This piece was a collaboration between world renowned artist Anthony Russell based on Jahawi’s piece ‘The 
Search’. Jahawi, Anthony & Elke had a lot of fun creating this unique canvas adding paint layers, feathers, African 

beads, fishbones and more. Framed. For more of Anthony’s work visit http://anthonyrussellart.com 

TO BE AUCTIONED�

�

http://anthonyrussellart.com

